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> CARDINAL MIDPOINTS

Il ncipal 6s Message

Dear Swiftwater School Families:

Please join me as we congratulate our 6th and 7th grade students and Swiftwa
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School staff regarding a successful beginning of the school year. Mr. Williams jandfwere

pleased to see a very large turn out of SIS families during our SIS orientation
House and recent school sponsored events. As we have stated many times, pa
very important and we welcome you to join us as we continue a successful schog
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Our school 6s faculty and staff h a
Swiftwater Intermediate School. We have had the opportunity to collaborate an
level goals that address our students needs. Our top priority is safety, and we ¢
implement, and practice emergency procedures. Recently, team meetings
Mr. Williams and | reviewing district policy, building policies and team expectati
positive learning environment.

At this time, we encourage parents to continue to discuss academic goals

cul ture wi t hin our building focus
and 7th grade at the intermediate level. We hope to provide the necessary tool
move on to East Junior High School and East High School. This involves keepin
communication between school and home. We need your support as we contint
needs of our students and appreciate your input. Please contact us if you have
our school.

To conclude, | would like to take the opportunity to thank our SIS PTO, all pare
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who joined SIS PTO to support our valuable programs. Please continue to suppori@hem a

maintain a fAteam atmosphereo at Swif
| thank you for your continued support as families within our school.

Krislin Ofalt
Principal-Swiftwater Intermediate School
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Dear Parents and Guardians,

As we begin the second marking period, it is important to not only focus on our school efforts
academically, but also our involvement in school related activities. One very unique aspect of
Swiftwater Intermediate School is our vast offering of intramural, clubs, and organized after school
programs. These are available for all students ithwed6? grades in our building, and are listed

on the Swiftwater Intermediate Schoolsvebt e . We encourage students
year as they choose after school activities.

One of our goals as Swiftwater Intermediate School is to prepare our students to improve their
standardized testing skills. 4Sight testing will be given a total of four times this school year. We
encourage parents to remind students to do their best on all standardized tests as they prepare to
take their SAT6s and PSSA tests in high school
school year. Families should remind students
to school. In addition, please remember that regular school attendance and timeliness in the morning
has a direct effect on studentds academic perf
in valid excuses within 5 days of a studentos ¢

It would be a great help to us if parents take the time to discuss a very important elementuim each
chil dés school day that is sometimes forgotten
ride to and from school. As winter approaches, our bus drivers do their very best to provide safe
transportation for all students on a daily basis and parents can assist by reminding children tofollow

all bus rules. Some include; acting in a respectful manner, staying quiet and not disruptingmethers,
and staying seated at all times when the bus is moving. Our drivers need to pay attention while
driving and should not have to remind student to follow rules as they are driving to and from school.

At this time of the academic school year, it is essential for families to review many very important
policies and procedures located in your child's student handBooie of these include:

-Attendancepages 2425

-Gradingpages %

-Student Responsibilitiegages 1119

-Sexual Harassment/Violent Behavior Polidy 15

Also, remember to support our SGA as they plan for our &nhualy s ftoy driveTadtdance.

This worthy cause has been greatly supported in the past and we look forward to another suceessful
year. Thank you to our parents and guardians for your continued support as we welcome the new
season and second marking period at Swiftwater Intermediate School.

Sincerely,

Brian Williams
Assistant Principal
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e2) - Parent Link is a web based messaging program. It is very
important that you keep the school(s) up -to-date with your
correct phone numbers for your home, cell and work. If Parent Link cannot
reach the home number, it will automatically call the next number. When you
have a change in any of these numbers you need to inform the school(s)
your child(ren) attend (s) as soon as possible. We only get the information to
you if we have accurate phone numbers in our system.
Parent Link  will automatically call your residence to notify you of your
chil dés absence from school. An exampl
I's as foll ows: AJohn was absento.
Parent Link also allows for custom messages to be sent by a school
administrator. This allows for the delivery of valuable information when and
where it is needed. For example, you may get a general announcement
about the importance of getting to school on time. These types of general
announcements are sent to all students and not just to your child. These
general announcements are proactive steps that are used to alert parents of
potential problems that need to be addressed, or this could simply be
informative messages.
Parent Link is another example of how Pocono Mountain School
District is trying to strengthen the home/student relationship.

HOME ACCESS CENTER

Home Access is a web based software package that enables the

Pocono Mount ai n School Di strict t €

grades online. Home Access allows parents to have access to

\ grades, attendance and assignment, information regarding their

N\ : .
| child. For more information on how to access, log on to the

Pocono Mountain School District web site at www.pmsd.org

Click on Home Access Center.



http://www.pmsd.org/

IMPORTANT DATES

GRADING DATES: *tentative dates due to unforeseen school closures.

N

End of 2nd Marking Period

*January 25, 2010

(90t Day)
End of 31 Marking Period .

(135t Day) March 31, 2010
End of 4t Marking Period .

(180" Day) June 7, 2010

M

N
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Band Concert 6&7th 7:30, December 9th
Chorus Concer 6th&7th 7:30, December 16th

Band Concert 6th&7th 7:30 May 5th

Chorus Concert 6th&7th 7:30 May 12th

STUDENT OF THE MONTH BREAKFAST

Time 10:00 a.m. Dates: 12/3, 1/5, 2/2, 3/2, 4/22, 5/4

WINTER RECESS SCHEDULE Dec. 24thJan. 1,2010
School reopens January 4th.

SCHOOL DANCES

12/187pm9pm, SGA
1/28/10 3:365:15, PTO
2/1253:30-5:15, SADD

3/253:30-5:15, Computer Club

4/22-3:30-5:15, NJHS
5/287pm9pm, SGA

4 SIGHT TESTING-

1/19th & 1/20th
3/16th & 3/17th

1/21st & 1/22adiake-up Testing
3/18th &19th-Make-up Testing

PSSA Testing April 7th & 16th
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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Our dance this month will take place Friday, December 18th 2009 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. It is sponsored by the
SGA i Toys For Totso.

To assist our families, we have provided a list of SIS Dance Facts for your information.

Dance Dates i DAY Dances - January 28, February 25", March 25" April 22™. NIGHT Dances - 7:00p.m.-9:00 p.m.
December 18, May 28".

Dance Pass i Our dances are incentive based activities, therefore, attendance must be earned by each student.
Students who have earned a dance pass will receive their dance pass from their homeroom teacher prior to the
dance. Their name must be written in ink by their teacher. Team teachers determine students who are invited to at-
tend based on their behavioral/academic performance in school.

Dance Refreshments - Our PTO will run the concession stand and will sell water, juice and snacks for students.

Dance Times i Day dances run from 3:30 p.m. t0 5:15 p.m., The 5:30 activity bus is available.

Activity Bus : The 5:30 Activity Bus  stops are different from the reqular bus stops. Please check the activity bus
schedule with your child prior to the dance.

Evening dances run from 7 p.m. to 9 P.M. sharp. Students are to report straight to the dance after paying for
their ticket. Access will not be allowed to any other areas of the school. Students must arrange for a ride PRIOR to
attending the dance. Students who are picked up past 9:00 p.m. for night dances, may lose the privilege of attending
future dances.

Cost 1 The cost of admittance into the dance is $4.00 or $3.00 with 2 Cardinal Cards.

Dance Activities 7 Open gym and DJ dance area in the cafeteria..

Chaperones i Teachers/Administrators are present and parents are always welcome to chaperone.
Please sign up with the PTO to volunteer.

Thank you for your continued support!

Ms. Krislin R. Ofalt Mr. Brian Williams
Principal Assistant Principal




Swiftwater Intermediate PTO
The SIS PTO is off to a great start this year. Our Fall Bookfair in September was a
huge success. Students who purchased a book from the bookfair were given a raffle
ticket and entered into a drawing. Two winners from each grade received a $10
Target qift card and a Spiritwear T-shirt. The October & November after school
dances have been a lot of fun! The PTO runs the concession stand at the dances and
our volunteers help chaperone. Many of our volunteers have also baked delicious
goodies to sell at the concession stan}
year with some new additions. Webve ac
with the PM East logo. It comes rolled up with a nylon carrying strap. Also new this
year is a T-shirt with a cardinal. It comes in grey with a red cardinal/PM East logo and
black with a red cardinal/PM East logo. The Liztech Cardinal pin is also new this
year. It is custom made and handcrafted by Liztech Jewelry in Stroudsburg. These
items as well as the rest of our Spiritwear are available for purchase throughout the
school year. Order forms were recently sent home with your student and can also be
picked up in the main office. Orders may also be placed by contacting us at our email
addr eSISPEO@yahoo.com.
We are currently preparing for the 1* Cardinal Card drawing of the
year. This much anticipated event is held the last day before? M
Winter Break. The students receive Cardinal Cards from their
teachers and school staff for achievement, to reward improvement
and to provide encouragement. Students can use these cards for
many things including discount admission to school dances. They can also save them
for this drawing where each Cardinal Card is a raffle ticket to win gift cards,
electronics, spiritwear and much more.
Upcoming PTO events include the school store which is run in conjunction with the
Student Government Association during lunches. We will also have concession
stands at the Winter Band & Chorus concerts and will have flowers available for pur-
chase.
Once again wedod I|i ke to thank al/l of o
without you! We would also like to thank the SIS faculty & staff and parents &
guardians for your continued support of our fundraisers and activities.
If you have any questions, comments or suggestions please contact us at SIS
PTO@yahoo.com.
Stacey Koeck, Sue Velardi, & Diane Dickison
SIS PTO Executive Board
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Happenings from the SIS nurse's office:;
Heights and Weights have been completed for 6 2
and 7th graders. Vision screenings are in progress for 6th

and 7th gradersif you do not receive a letter home in the 2
mail, your child has passed. ?

!
!

If you need any financial assistance with eyeglasses, pIeaZe
call our school nurse. Hearing screenings were done on
10/22/09 for all new 6th graders, all special education an
7th grade studentaf your child did not pass the screening,
a referral was mailed home.
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2 Please send in your child's 6th grade physical 2
2 results if you have not already done so or let our school 2
2 nurse know if you would like this mandated physical to bez
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

completed by our school MD in early 2010.

Please remind your child to wash his or her
hands before and after eating and after using
the bathroomuniversal precautions are our 44 *
best defense against illness:)

Best wishes for an upcoming healthy and happy Holiday
Season!

Mrs. Elizabeth Schneider, RN CSN

!
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Seventh grade can be a very challenging year, but the studefgsion/ Blueare rising to the chal-

lenge! We are studying the subjects in greater depth and developing the organizational strategies ant
critical thinking skills that will help us be successful in junior high, high school and beyond. We are all
expecting an excellent year ®eam 7 Blué

As we begin the second quarter, we are gearing up for the second annual 7 Blue Penny War. The
Penny War raises money for The Wounded Warrior Society, a charitable organization that provides
backpacks to wounded servicemen and women with necessary items like a change of clothine
calling cards, and music cdobs. They al s _
when they emerge from the hospital. Penny Wars is a homeroom competition where st
donate pennies to their homeroomdbs penny
by donating | arger coins or even bills i
homerooms is fierce, since the winning homeroom will win a prize, and, as a result, lots of
money is donated to a very worthy cause. Last year was our inaugural 7 Blue Penny War and we
raised over $700! We are hoping for a great effort again this year.
Science
In Mr. Yanni ds Life Science class we a
taking an indepth look at cancer and specialized cells. After we complete our unit on
cells, we'll be moving onto genetics. In genetics we'll study how traits are passed on
from human to human. In addition, we'll also look at the probability of passing certain
traits by using #unnett Square. Eventually we'll create a pedigree to explore how
traits can be passed through a family.

Mathd Ms. Wincek

We are having a great year so far with
class. We have been working very hard, learning about Variables and Patterns, over the past two
months. We are constantly reviewing concepts of adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing whole
number, fractions and decimals. We need to keep reviewing these concepts at home as well. The
next unit we will be working on is the Measurement Unit. As usual, the students are required to bring
al |l materials to class every day. Webd I i ke
every day to make sure they are completing their homework.

Mathd Mrs. Montemuro 5
Students in Mrs. Montemuro 0s math Jlims “have

decimals, and fractions and are now working out of the Variables and Patterns
book. Students use graphs atadbles to organize dat&quations are used to show
patterns.Many of these topics have been covered while following the progress of a
bicycle tour from the planning stages through to the basic facts with Mad Minute Alillgudents
should be practicing the basic facts on a regular basis at home.

World Geography
| n  Mr . Kl essd6s Worl d Geography c¢class we compl
Students focused on the Layers of the Earth,
including plate tectonics, earth quakes and volcanoes. We will continue our study this fall with a look
into Human Population. We will focus on population and migration patterns, as well as political and
economic systems that are present throughout the world.

A
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The first Marking Period has own i n Mrs

and Biographical Essays. We have also been learning a new academlc vocabulary word every day thiifelp
prepare us for the PSSAs and 4 Sight tests.
parrot named Einstein, who we found to be amazing and funny. During the next Marking Period we ‘
reading a few more short stories before beginning a series of nonfiction and essays. We will read abp
what life without gravity is like, how to catch a rattlesnake, and experience a day in the life of a real
Ameri can cowboy. We continue to participate
technology to practice PSSA sills and strategies. We visit the Library every other week to check outfiddioks
and participate in fun activities with our Librarian, Mrs. Yukna. Before we know it, the Winter Break
be here and Spring will be right around the corner.

Language Arts
The year is flying by in Mrs. Verweyds Langu
and writing articles about them. Next we moved into a Parts of Speech Review, focusing in on hoursia
pronouns, just the beginning of our grammar study that will, hopefully, help us improve as writers.
currently finishing up The Elements of a Story and reading several short stories to analyze their liter
el ement s. In the second marking period we w
studied in Mr. Yanni 6s Science cl ass. Whi | e
while learning how to cite our sources. Just before the winter break, we will read and analyze the cl
Victorian novella A Christmas Carglby Charles Dickens. Then when we come back from the break
will begin our first larger noveRoll of Thunder, Hear My Cnpy Mildred Taylor. We certainly have our
work cut out for us!

Other Team News
Many cardinal card drawings have taken plaSadents are invited to enter our team raffle drawings
every other week for fun prizes.
Thanks for sending in all of those box topghe money earned from this program will hel
to fund rewards for our students, so keep them coming! e ATION
Finally, the teachers and students on Team 7 Blue would like to congratulate our two October
Students of the Monéh Kristina Russo and Ryan Pyle. They have both shown the positive attitude a
hard work ethic that helps make students suc
team who have become involved in fall sports and the many clubs and other activities in our school.
Getting involved is what SIS and Team 7 Blue are all about!




Swiftwater Intermediate School

Student Government Association
PO Box 200
Swiftwater, Pennsylvania 18370

Advisor
Mr. Matthew Pero

Dear Parents/Guardians

The Student Government is an active group within our school. We look forward to
helping our school, our district, and our community throughout the year. A few goals of the
SGA are:

1 Running spirit related activities within the school

1 Supporting local charities and ngnofit organizations throughout the county such
as:

z  United Way

r Toys for Tots

r Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Students belonging to the Student Govern
possessing the following characteristics:

Leadership qualities

Responsibility

Honesty

Trustworthiness

Positive role model

Academically sound in all subject areas

= =4 4 -4 -4 A

Meetings are held after school and the students will ride the 5:30 activity bus home.
The activity bus Iis not the same as your
centralized location close to your home. Your child has the locations in which the bus can
drop them off.

With parents, teachers, and students working together we will assure that this year is one of
the best!
Sincerely,

Mr. Pero
SIS SGA Advisor
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Students in 6 ™ grade Exploratory Spanish  will be learning the alphabet, greetings, numbers,
colors, days of the week and months of the year. The students will also learn about the customs of
Spanish speaking countries and will compare them to our customs. We make learning fun by
singing in Spanish and playing memory games as well. Fiestas will be observed on
the 18th day of the half cycle and students will get a chance to make and taste
Mexican/South American/Caribbean foods. Our students are encouraged to practice
their Spanish every day so that they can become fluent by the time they finish their
course of study either in high school or college. We also observe several holidays
which include Mexican Independence Day, Day of the Dead, Three Kings Day and 5 de mayo where
we study the culture and traditions of the Latin American countries.

Students in 7 ™ grade Exploratory Spanish will continue to learn about the Spanish speaking
countries by learning where they are located geographically. They will also learn new vocabulary
which includes units on the body and school supplies. We have included a unit on Spanish cognates
and vocabulary that will be very useful when travelling to a Spanish speaking country. We finish up
with a Fiesta which includes food from Spain, Mexico and other Spanish speaking countries.
Students in 7 ™ grade will have the opportunity to take Spanish in 8 ™ grade if they have a final
average of 93 in Language Arts and Reading.
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Gifted Education

Students who are in the Gifted Program at Swiftwater Elementary School are glven
of program options. They select which enrichment activities they would like to part|C|p|
Students are currently embarking in the following program options:

1 Researching and debating student decided topics

LLUuuuuUUUDJEIJDDDDL‘I_UDDDEEDDDDDL&J@LUUUL

1 Inquiry discussions while reading stories from Junior Great Books
9 Creating web pages on various Science and Social Studies topics
1

Using the Gifted Website to blog on current events, quotes, motivational boo
shares, and gallery exhibits

Preparing for Math Counts by learning appropriate math concepts
9allof AaKAY3d dabSgé 1 E£f 2NARGS LIzt A

Preparing for the Envirothon

= =2 = =2

Completing individual Math, Reading, Science, and Social Studies topics
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Team brBluc

We are finishing up the first
marking period of the new
school year and time is already
flying. The teachers of team 6
Blue would like to take this time
to review a few of the policies
and expectations we have for
our students this year.

Planners

Planners are to be filled out
everyday in every class. Stu-
dents should in
objectives as well as their
homework and upcoming
assignments.

Planners are to go home every
night and we strongly encour-
age parents/guardians to look
GrBuih thede®rSa regular ba-
sis. If a students has an incom-
plete stamped or written in their

Wh at

Mathd working on Special Num-
ber Project. Finishing up Prime
Time book and moving on to
fractions, decimals and per-
cents.

Reading starting projects on
books that the students have
picked to read

Team Policies

planner, you know they have
not completed a homework or
other assignment that was due.
Once the assignment is com-
pleted the teacher will sign it off
in their planner.

Please feel free to write notes
in the planner as a way of corre-
spondence with
teachers.

Homework

clude the da_;aﬁs
Homework is assigned nightly,

especially in the subject of

math. Again please check the
planner to see what the assign-
ments are for the night. Home-
work is a key component in
what we do here at school and
reinforces much of what the
dayds | essons h

Attendance

It is important that your child is
here and healthy everyday. We
understand that this is a time
for illnesses, but if your child is
going to be out for a few days
please make arrangements to
get their work so they can keep

gndheir assigAments 6 s

Home Access Center

If you still do not have access
to the ordine grading program
to see your chil
please contact the guidance
office and they can set you up
with a password.

This allows you access to your

childés grades at

the marking period and track

theirprodtels” ©

over.

Language Ans$ finishing up the
novel ONumber t
about a girl and her best friend
during the Holocaust. Working
on descriptive letters.

Scienced doing lots of experi-
ments. Just finished one on
iodine where iodine was put on
a substance to see what color it
would turn.

e. tars, o

gomal gtud?es constructed an
archeological dig and looked to
recover ancient artifacts.

12
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Odyssey of the Mind

Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that provides
creative problem-solving opportunities for students from kindergarten through
college. Team members apply their creativity to solve problems that range from
building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary
classics. They then bring their solutions to competition on the local, state, and
World level. Thousands of teams from throughout the U.S. and from about 25
other countries participate in the program.

It was a very difficult decision for Mrs. Scheuch and Mr. Siegfried. There is so
much talent at SIS! Congratulations to all that made the teams!

Problem 1: Nature Trail'R

Divisions I, II, Il , & IV

This problem requires teams to design, build and drive a human-powered vehicle and camper
that will go on a camping trip. When the vehicle arrives at the Campground, the camper will
be disconnected and the vehicle will travel on a teamcreated Nature Trail. On the Nature
Trail, the vehicle will overcome an obstacle, clean up the environment, encounter wildlife, and
undergo a repair. The performance will include a character that is in or near the camper that
explains the experience as part of its role. Sponsored by NASA.

Team: Samuel, Julianne, Brandon, Reannon, Luke, Jake, and Alyssa

Problem 4: Column Structure

Divisions I, II, Il & IV

The problem is to design and build balsa wood columns that will function together to balance
and support as much weight as possible. The columns must not be connected to

each other in any way. The team will test its Column Structure by placing

weights onto it. The team will add weight until its Column Structure breaks or

time ends. Bonus score will be awarded for the number of columns used. The

team will incorporate the testing of its columns in an original team -created

performance. Team: Mikolaj, Christopher, Matthew, Chris, Sara,

Veronica, and Daniel

Problem 5: Food Court

Divisions I, II, lll & IV

The problem is to create and present a humorous performance where a food item is accused of
being unhealthy and must defend itself among its food peers. All characters are food items

and will include "the accused," "the accuser," a jury that is not portrayed by team members,
and additional team -created characters. The jury will reveal its decision to the audience.

Team: Ana, Megan, Emma, Bernadette, Bryn, Christian,

Christian R.
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