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All students and especially our EL's need to feel a sense of belonging, safety, and
self worth. Getting to know our students and their families will encourage and
develop these important levels of Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs. This year Mrs.
McGee will be splitting her days, SIS in the morning and SEC in the ofternoon. This
is a wonderful opportunity for her and also for her students. She has established a
connection with them and their fomilies ot SEC and will continue to nurture that
relationship at the intermediate level. Mrs. Malinowski will continue to support her
students and families as the full time ESL teacher at SIS. We look forward to an
amazing school year, filled with learning, friendships,and fun.

Thank you,
Mrs. Malinowski and Mrs. McGee

Wrs. Citromelle — Wirs. Dayivier-Garrett







ESL Homework Tips to Start the Year Right!

Homework is important for students and their academic success, but helping
children with homework can be difficult — especially if you are still learning
English.

Here are some ways you caon moke homework easier for everyone — and
remember that your involvement is the key to your child's success, no matter
what language you are using!

Help Your Child Get Organized

Help your child pick out a special homework notebook or folder, and make sure your child has homework
supplies, such as:

e pencils

° pens

e writing poper

e adictionary

Get Into a Routine
Set a regular time for homework every day, and look for a homework area with good light. Help your child get
into the habit of getting homework done before doing other activities.

Limit Distractions
Turn off the TV and video games, and restrict phone calls and texting during homework time. If your child is
using the computer for homework, check in periodically to make sure he is getting homework done.

Talking About Homework

Show Your Child That You Think Homework Is Important!

Ask your child about her homework each day, and check to see that it is completed. Even if you don't
understand the assignment or don't speak English, you can still check to see that it is finished. Tell your child
that you are proud of the work she is doing.

Don't Be Afraid To Use Your Native Language
Talk with your child about what she is learning, and ask her to explain new concepts to make sure she
understands them.

Study The Same Things In Different Ways and Places

Help your child learn about new words or content in a variety of ways. Talk about new vocabulary words
several times over the course of the week, in different settings. This will help enrich your child's
understanding of the word.

Let Your Child Choose the First Subject to Study
Often, this is the one that your child likes the best. The next subject should be the hardest, and then your
child can finish in any order.

Space Out The Learning

If your child has a big test coming up next week, help her study a little bit each day rather than cramming it
in the night before. An hour or so every other day, spacing out the learning, is a better way to really learn the
material.

Help Your Child Without Doing the Homework
It's important to answer questions if you can — but remember that homework is supposed to help children
learn and that doing your child's homework does not help in the long run.

Talk With Your Child's Teacher

Find out what the teacher's homework rules are. If your child has a problem completing or understanding
homework, call or e-mail the teacher to talk about the issue. Request or bring an interpreter if necessary to
communicate with your child's teacher.
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